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• Philomath High School & community team up
• High school forestry ed changes shape
* Volunteers needed for Forest Field Days
* OLC Tours draw 500 students
• FT&F welcomes Miller Timber Services 

A community works together for forestry education 
A massive elk hangs from the 

wall; trout eggs grow to maturation. 
A fire crackles in the tall stone fire-
place, warming the comfortable, clut-
tered classroom at Philomath High 
School. 

It is a fireplace and a classroom 
built close to 30 years ago, said Stark-
er Forests Education Forester Dick 
Powell, built by volunteers who be-
lieved in forestry education. 

And it is a high school forestry 
program that continues to thrive be-
cause of a community and a school 
district that believes in its goals — a 
program that teacher Simon Babcock 
is enthusiastically proud to be a part. 

 “The community is what got this 
program going,” Babcock says. “The 
students are the number one rea-
son for its success — along with the 
community and support from local 
industry and the district. I’m pretty 

Heidi Pinedo, right,  a senior at Philomath High School, has been in the forestry program since a 
freshman. She is considering becoming a forester because “Mr. Babcock has kind of inspired me.”
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fortunate to have all the resources 
so near — Hull Oaks (Steam Mill), 
Starker Forests, OSU… the modern 

mills around.”

See Tree Planting, page 3

Volunteers Needed for Forest Field Days — 1,285 students expected
Although it may not feel 

like it, spring is just around 
the corner, as are the annual 
Forest Field Days. This year, 
1,285 middle school students 
from 18 area schools will de-
scend upon a local family tree 
farm to learn the basics of sus-
tainable forest management. 

Each year, Forests Today & 
Forever depends upon at least 
100 volunteers to assure that 
this important educational 
opportunity takes place. If 
you can spare a day or two for 
any of the events listed below 
— and if you can encourage a 
newcomer to take part — it is 

much appreciated and much 
needed. To allow our volun-
teers preparation ahead of 
time, FT&F provides the Re-
source Leader Guides for the 
four field stations — forestry, 
soils and water, wildlife and 
recreation — as well as an 
on-site field visit if needed. 
(To learn more, please visit 
www.foreststodayandforever.
org)

We ask that you take a 
moment and commit to a 
day or two for these worthy 
events. Please call Program 
Coordinator LaRae Ash 
at 541-998-6438, or email       

coordinator @foreststodayan-
dforever.org. We thank you 

for your     contributions, and 
we hope to see you there! 

Bauman’s near Crow 
School

April 28 Crow, 
Mapleton & 
Cal Young

April 29 Cascade
May 1 Meadowview 

              Prairie Mtn.
May 5 Jefferson 
May 7 Shasta 
May 8 Oaklea 

 
 

Udell Tree Farm near 
Sweet Home

May 20 Hawthorn  
 Foster   
 Seven Oaks
May 21  Oak Heights 
 Holley 
 Crawfordsville
 Hamilton 

Huntington’s near 
Florence

May 29 Filled

The following article is 
written by Julie Woodard, 
the Rediscovery Forest 
Education Specialist for 
the Oregon Forest Re-
source Institute. 

In the past few years the 
forest sector has experienced 
changes.  Some of these 
changes have been compa-
nies merging and names 
changing, other changes 
involve different company 
structures such as timber 
investment management 
organizations (TIMO).  

Similar to the forest 
sector, forestry education 
programs in Oregon high 
schools are changing too.  In 
the past, forestry was mainly 
delivered by programs that 
were part of the Associ-

ated Oregon Forestry Clubs 
(AOFC).  Now AOFC is 
just one of a spectrum of 
high school forestry offer-
ings around the state.  

According to my re-
search as an OSU graduate 
student, there are 55 high 
schools providing some 
form of forestry in their 
classrooms. 

The spectrum ranges 
from schools that offer a 
unit on forestry to those 
that offer yearlong forestry 
classes.  

There are four strong 
AOFC programs in the 
state delivering hands-on 
career and technical educa-
tion.  Many Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) programs 
(another career and tech-

nical education program), 
have a forestry focus includ-
ing a career development 
day focused on forestry 
with approximately fifteen 
schools participating.  There 
are discussions occurring of 
merging AOFC programs 
with those of FFA.  

Forestry is now being 
taught in more than ca-
reer and technical educa-
tion programs. There are 
some exciting new forestry 
program models at schools 
around the state that are at-
tracting new students.   

At Stayton High School, 
a year long, introduction to 
forestry class is offered as a 
science elective.  This class 
has an agreement with a lo-
cal community college for 

students who meet certain 
criteria to receive college 
credit.  Tillamook School 
District has another meth-
od of teaching forestry.  For-
estry topics are integrated 
in classes and curriculum 
through the entire K-12 
system.  Students at the 
high school level have the 
opportunity to participate 
in internships, including 
with the local mill. 

Forestry education in 
high schools is very impor-
tant to the future of Ore-
gon’s forest sector.  As we 
face economic challenges 
and new emerging issues, 
we will undoubtedly see 
forestry education evolve 
in many different forms in 
classrooms around Oregon.

Forestry education in Oregon changes shape
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Babcock is a science and 
biology teacher who has 
been at the helm of the for-
estry program for the past 
five years. Teaching is both 
a calling and joy to him. His 
father is a teacher, as are 
three of his seven siblings, 
with a fourth one coming 
along. He says his position 
“is a dream come true.” 

His program serves 
about 110 students annu-
ally in grades 9-12 as elec-
tive classes, with two years 
participation equaling one 
required science credit. 
Much of the time, students 
are outside learning forestry 
basics such as timber cruis-
ing, seedling collection and 
fire science, among many 
other subjects, or they’re 
learning skills to compete 
at forestry competitions 
held statewide through the 
Associated Forestry Clubs 
of Oregon. They also at-
tend the Na-
tional Forestry 
Convention.

“There is so 
much to cover, I 
have to pick and 
choose,” Bab-
cock says. “My 
goal is to not to 
make them for-
esters, but to in-
troduce them to 
the concepts so 
they will be well 
informed. When it comes 
to voting on issues, they’ll 
have an understanding of 
them.” 

In early February, his 
students were busy with 
another community educa-
tion effort — the 18th An-
nual Tree Planting Day. Or-
ganized by Starker Forests, 

It is with great apprecia-
tion that Forests Today & 
Forever (FT&F) announc-
es the award of a $5,000 
grant from the Friends of 
Paul Bunyan Foundation in 
support of natural resource 
education in the South-
ern Willamette Valley. It is 
the third grant received by 
FT&F over the years from 
the foundation, which is 
supported by the Associ-
ated Oregon Loggers.

The funds will go to-

wards FT&F’s Forest Dis-
covery Tour series, held an-
nually in July and August. 
The free series, which is 
offered in partnership with 
Lane Community College 
under Continuing Educa-
tion, gives participants an 
up-close look at the sus-
tainable forest management 
practices of local private 
and public landowners. To 
learn more, please visit out 
website at foreststodayand-
forever.org.

FT&F Receives a $5,000 grant

Forests Today & Forever 
welcomes Miller Timber 
Services, Inc., of Philomath, 
as a new sponsor of our ed-
ucational efforts. 

Miller Timber Services, 
Inc. is a family-owned, small 
business with over 25 years 
of forest management and 
emergency services experi-

ence. Started in Siletz in 
1981, the company moved 
to Philomath in 1987. It is 
owned by Lee and Belinda 
Miller, and includes sister 
organizations, L & B Re-
forestation, Inc. and Miller 
Timber Logging.  We at 
FT&F thank them for their 
support. 

Miller Timber Services joins up

rent forest practices, and a Talk 
About Trees presentation. In a 
“Meet a Forester” segment, they 

also learned a bit about a forest-
er’s trade and tools as shared by 
Dick Powell of Starker Forests, 

Brad Marks of Pacforest Supply 
and Jill Fery of Weyerhaeuser 
Company. 

Eric Thompson, Second Vice 
President of the 2009 Oregon 
Logging Conference, takes stu-
dents on a tour of the Outdoor 
Equipment Show on opening 
day. The tours are presented by 
Oregon Women in Timber, For-
ests Today & Forever and the 
Oregon Forest Resource Insti-
tute. In all, 500 fourth-and-fifth 
graders from 17 Lane County 
schools had a chance to learn a 
little about their past and their 
future. Lessons included the out-
door equipment tour, organized 
by Greg Stratton of Lone Rock 
Timber, in which students re-
ceived an up-close view of some 
of the  technology used in today’s 
logging operations, a film on cur-

Weyerhaeuser Forester Jill Fery fields questions from a student at the 
Lane ESD Youth Fair.  More than 100 students stopped by the FT&F 
booth to gather information about careers in the forest sector. 

TREE PLANTING from page 1 _______________________________________________

the event originally began 
in 1991 to accommodate 
Cub Scout den leaders who 
requested a tree planting 
experience for their Scouts. 
At one time, Powell says, it 
drew almost 400 kids, 250 

parents and an-
other 75 in sup-
port staff, for 
a total of 700 
participants.  

Scaled back 
to about 140 
participants — 
due partly to the 
reduced num-
ber of Scouts 
troops and 
partly to logis-
tics— the cool, 

gray Saturday morning of 
February 7 still brought 
out an excited crowd, in-
cluding kids, Scout lead-
ers, Dads, Moms and even 
a few grandparents. Join-
ing together and led by 
Powell and Jeff Wilcox of 
the Benton County Sher-
iff ’s Patrol, they formed 

a lengthy caravan flow-
ing from Philomath High 
School to a hilly unit of 
logged land off of Nor-
ton Creek Road, west of 
Philomath. 

But before the plant-
ers arrived, much prepara-
tory work had already been 
completed. As in the past, 
the Philomath forestry stu-
dents had spent prior days 
surveying and planning 
their plots to accommodate 
100 seedlings each, spaced 
at 10-foot intervals. On 
Tree Planting Day, those 
students became both 
teacher and crew leader, 
as the pint-sized planters, 
decked out in colorful rain 
gear and sometimes wield-
ing shovels as tall as them-
selves, scattered over the 
hillside to plant a future 
forest. 

Powell, who has been 
organizing the event since 
its inception, believes the 
really great thing about 
Tree Planting Day is the 

community involvement. 
Although Starker Forests 
staff help coordinate stu-
dents, provides seedlings 
and the Tree Planting Day 
T-Shirts for each of the 
kids, he says the day pretty 
much runs itself.

 “Boy Scout Troop 2 
builds the kitchen and 
prepares and serves all the 
hot dogs and hot choco-
late,” Powell says. “Ven-
ture Crew 122 directs the 
parking. Philomath High 
School’s forestry class sets 
up the planting site and 
supervises the planting. 
OSU forestry students 
come out and assist wher-
ever needed. 

“When Saturday arrives, 
everyone knows their job 
and they get it done.  Given 
the approximately 300 peo-
ple in the woods on Satur-
day, it continues to amaze 
us because, by 1 p.m., we’ve 
finished, returned to town, 
put things away and are 
headed home.”

Dick Powell, education forester for Starker Forest, poses above with 
former Scouts, Laurel Goodale, left, Katie Payne and Megan Gooddale, 
who showed up to assist with the 18th Annual Tree Planting Day.  
Left: Breston Heede, 8, of Scout Pack 252,  was one of nearly 140 chil-
dren planting trees on a cold, gray Saturday morning in early February. 

Simon Babcock


